CHAPTER Vn
THE ECONOMY OF MOTOR TRANSPORT
SINCE times immemorial, the road has been our chief
means of communication and has always constituted an
integral feature of our economy. It is only within the
last century that the ' iron horse ' has wrought a revolu-
tion in the means of transport. Suited as the railways
are for heavy and long distance traffic, they were almost
the only agency of real importance. It is only with the
turn of the century that the internal combustion engine
came on the scene, and it might be said without being
guilty of gross exaggeration, that it has been the most
important invention of our times. But it was not till the
war that the immense potentialities of this means of
transport were discovered, and ever since then it has been
gaining from strength to strength.
The Great War ushered in a period of great industrial
activity and the subsequent war boom strengthened this
tendency of business to expand. Every war necessitates
the provision of services, and since the time within which
this should be done is limited, there is heavy pressure not
only on the manufactories but also on the transport
undertakings that carry these gpods. Speed is the very
breath of modern industry, and a slow disorganised
transport system is an anachronism. During the last war
when the railways were the chief agency for transport,
the pressure on the railways was so great that they codd
not fey themselves manage to taeHe the situation. With
the increased demand for their services, their operating
^osfe rese and together with them the depreciation expenses
bad io rfee in consequence. The result of this was an all
in freight charges. This explains a similar
of 12J per mnt m our railways today*
of business enterprise having
n@e$ fir a Cheaper and speedy service was felt.